
Essential Guide to Pilot Logbooks: Everything
You Need to Know
What is a Pilot Logbook?

A pilot logbook is an official record of a pilot's flight experience, including
flight hours, aircraft data, and other pertinent information. Logbooks are
essential for several reasons:
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They provide evidence of a pilot's qualifications and experience.

They are required for certain types of flying, such as commercial and
instrument flight.

They can be used to track progress towards flight ratings and
certificates.

They can be used to record expenses and other expenses related to
flying.
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Types of Pilot Logbooks

There are two main types of pilot logbooks: paper logbooks and electronic
logbooks (ELBs).

Paper logbooks are the traditional type of logbook, and they are still
widely used today. They are typically bound books with printed pages that
are filled out by hand. Paper logbooks are relatively inexpensive and easy
to use, but they can be bulky and difficult to manage, especially for pilots
with a lot of flight experience.

Electronic logbooks are a newer type of logbook that is becoming
increasingly popular. ELBs are software programs that run on computers or
mobile devices. They allow pilots to enter and manage their logbook data
electronically. ELBs are more expensive than paper logbooks, but they
offer a number of advantages, including:

They are more compact and easier to manage than paper logbooks.

They can be backed up electronically, which reduces the risk of losing
data.

They can be easily shared with other pilots, instructors, and
employers.

They can be used to generate reports and charts.

Choosing the Right Pilot Logbook

When choosing a pilot logbook, there are a few things to consider:

Type of flying: The type of flying you do will determine the type of
logbook you need. For example, if you are a student pilot, you will



need a logbook that is approved by the FAA. If you are a commercial
pilot, you will need a logbook that meets the requirements of the FARs.

Size and portability: If you fly a lot, you will need a logbook that is
durable and easy to carry. You may also want to consider a logbook
that is small enough to fit in your flight bag.

Features: Some logbooks include additional features, such as
sections for recording expenses, notes, and endorsements. Consider
the features that are important to you when choosing a logbook.

Price: Logbooks range in price from a few dollars to hundreds of
dollars. Choose a logbook that fits your budget.

Maintaining Your Pilot Logbook

Once you have chosen a pilot logbook, it is important to maintain it
accurately and consistently. Here are a few tips:

Log all flights: Every flight should be logged, regardless of its
duration or purpose. This includes training flights, solo flights, and
cross-country flights.

Log the required information: The FAA requires that pilots log the
following information for each flight:

Date and time of the flight

Aircraft registration number

Aircraft make and model

Flight time (in hours and minutes)

Pilot-in-command (PIC) time



Second-in-command (SIC) time

Instrument time (if applicable)

Night time (if applicable)

Cross-country time (if applicable)

Takeoff and landing points

Purpose of the flight

Any endorsements or remarks

Be consistent: Use the same format and terminology throughout your
logbook. This will make it easier to read and understand.

Keep your logbook up-to-date: Log your flights as soon as possible
after they occur. This will help you avoid forgetting any important
details.

Back up your logbook: Make sure to back up your logbook regularly,
either electronically or by making a physical copy. This will protect your
data in the event of loss or damage.

Benefits of Keeping a Pilot Logbook

There are many benefits to keeping a pilot logbook, including:

Proof of qualifications and experience: Your logbook is an official
record of your flight hours and experience. This can be valuable when
applying for jobs, promotions, or flight ratings.

Tracking progress: Your logbook can help you track your progress
towards flight ratings and certificates. This can help you stay motivated
and on track.



Record expenses: Your logbook can be used to record expenses
related to flying, such as fuel, maintenance, and insurance. This can
be helpful for tax purposes or for tracking your budget.

Share with others: Your logbook can be shared with other pilots,
instructors, and employers. This can be helpful for collaboration,
training, or job applications.

Personal history: Your logbook can be a valuable personal history of
your flying experiences. It can be a great way to remember the places
you've been and the people you've met.

A pilot logbook is an essential tool for any pilot. It provides a record of your
flight hours, experience, and qualifications. Logbooks can be used to track
progress, apply for jobs, and share with others. By choosing the right
logbook and maintaining it accurately, you can reap the many benefits of
keeping a pilot logbook.
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