
Fifty Years of Interdisciplinary Teaching in
Academe: A Historical Perspective

Fifty Years of Interdisciplinary Teaching in Academe:
One Professor's Pedagogical Tips and Reflections
by Robert J. Nash

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 532 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 231 pages

Interdisciplinary teaching has become increasingly popular in academe
over the past 50 years. This approach to education combines elements
from two or more disciplines to create a more holistic and comprehensive
learning experience for students.

There are many reasons for the rise of interdisciplinary teaching. One
reason is the increasing complexity of the world we live in. The problems
that we face today are often too complex to be solved by any one
discipline. Interdisciplinary teaching allows students to learn how to think
critically about problems from multiple perspectives and to develop creative
solutions.
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Another reason for the rise of interdisciplinary teaching is the changing
nature of the workforce. In today's global economy, workers need to be
able to collaborate with people from different backgrounds and disciplines.
Interdisciplinary teaching helps students to develop the skills they need to
be successful in the workforce.

There are many different ways to implement interdisciplinary teaching. One
common approach is to develop courses that are team-taught by faculty
from different disciplines. Another approach is to create interdisciplinary
programs that allow students to major in two or more disciplines.

Regardless of the approach taken, interdisciplinary teaching can provide
students with a number of benefits. These benefits include:

A deeper understanding of complex problems

Improved critical thinking skills

Enhanced creativity

Increased collaboration skills

Better preparation for the workforce

As the world becomes increasingly complex, interdisciplinary teaching will
become even more important. This approach to education can help
students to develop the skills they need to succeed in the 21st century.

The History of Interdisciplinary Teaching

The history of interdisciplinary teaching can be traced back to the early
days of higher education. In the early medieval period, universities were



organized around the four faculties of arts, theology, law, and medicine.
Each faculty had its own curriculum and its own set of professors.

In the 19th century, the rise of research universities led to a more
specialized approach to education. Disciplines became more defined, and
professors were expected to focus their research on a narrow field of study.

The 20th century saw a renewed interest in interdisciplinary teaching. This
was due in part to the increasing complexity of the world and the changing
nature of the workforce. In the 1960s and 1970s, there was a proliferation
of interdisciplinary programs and courses.

In recent years, interdisciplinary teaching has become increasingly popular.
This is due in part to the rise of new technologies that make it easier for
students to learn from multiple sources. It is also due to the growing
recognition of the importance of interdisciplinary skills in the workforce.

The Benefits of Interdisciplinary Teaching

There are many benefits to interdisciplinary teaching. These benefits
include:

A deeper understanding of complex problems

Improved critical thinking skills

Enhanced creativity

Increased collaboration skills

Better preparation for the workforce



Students who participate in interdisciplinary programs are more likely to
have a deeper understanding of complex problems. This is because they
are able to learn about the problem from multiple perspectives and to
develop creative solutions.

Interdisciplinary teaching also helps students to develop their critical
thinking skills. This is because they are forced to think about problems from
multiple perspectives and to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of
different arguments.

In addition, interdisciplinary teaching can help students to enhance their
creativity. This is because they are exposed to new ideas and perspectives
and are encouraged to think outside the box.

Finally, interdisciplinary teaching can help students to develop their
collaboration skills. This is because they are required to work with students
from different backgrounds and disciplines to complete projects.

The Challenges of Interdisciplinary Teaching

While there are many benefits to interdisciplinary teaching, there are also
some challenges. These challenges include:

The need for faculty collaboration

The difficulty of assessing student learning

The lack of resources

One of the biggest challenges of interdisciplinary teaching is the need for
faculty collaboration. This is because interdisciplinary courses and
programs require faculty from different disciplines to work together to



develop and deliver the curriculum. This can be difficult, especially if the
faculty members have different teaching styles and expectations.

Another challenge of interdisciplinary teaching is the difficulty of assessing
student learning. This is because interdisciplinary courses and programs
often cover a wide range of topics, and it can be difficult to assess student
learning in a fair and consistent manner.

Finally, interdisciplinary teaching often requires more resources than
traditional disciplinary teaching. This is because interdisciplinary courses
and programs often require specialized equipment and facilities.

The Future of Interdisciplinary Teaching

Despite the challenges, interdisciplinary teaching is likely to continue to
grow in popularity in the future. This is due to the increasing complexity of
the world and the changing nature of the workforce. In the 21st century,
students need to be able to think critically about problems from multiple
perspectives and to develop creative solutions. Interdisciplinary teaching
can help them to develop these skills.

There are a number of things that can be done to support the growth of
interdisciplinary teaching. These include:

Providing faculty with the resources and support they need to
collaborate

Developing new assessment tools that are appropriate for
interdisciplinary learning



Investing in new technologies that can support interdisciplinary
teaching

By taking these steps, we can help to ensure that interdisciplinary teaching
continues to play a vital role in higher education.

Interdisciplinary teaching is an important approach to education that can
help students to develop the skills they need to succeed in the 21st century.
While there are some challenges to interdisciplinary teaching, these
challenges can be overcome with the right support and resources. By
investing in interdisciplinary teaching, we can help to prepare our students
for the future.
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