Short, Playful Proofreading Exercises to Help
Students Conquer Common Writing Mistakes

Proofreading is a crucial skill for students to master. It helps them catch
and correct errors in their writing, ensuring that their work is accurate, clear,
and polished. However, proofreading can be tedious and time-consuming,
and students may find it difficult to stay focused and motivated.
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The good news is that there are a number of short, playful proofreading
exercises that you can use to make proofreading more enjoyable and
effective for students. These exercises are designed to target common
writing mistakes, such as:

= Misspelled words

« Grammar errors
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= Punctuation errors
=  Word usage errors

=  Style errors

By completing these exercises regularly, students can improve their
accuracy and avoid tripping up when writing. Here are a few examples of
these exercises:

Spot the Mistake

In this exercise, students are given a short passage of text that contains
several errors. The students' task is to identify and correct the errors.

For example, you could give students the following passage:

“The dog barked at the mailman, who was delivering a letter.
The letter was for the dog's owner, who was not home.”

Students would then need to identify and correct the following errors:

= "who" should be "that"
= "was" should be "had"

= "was" should be "were"

Find the Missing Word

In this exercise, students are given a short passage of text that has several
missing words. The students' task is to fill in the missing words.



For example, you could give students the following passage:

(1

“The dog barked at the mailman, was delivering
a letter. The letter was for the dog's owner, was
not home.”

Students would then need to fill in the missing words:

= IlWholl

= |IWhO|l

Rewrite the Sentence

In this exercise, students are given a short sentence that contains an error.
The students' task is to rewrite the sentence correctly.

For example, you could give students the following sentence:

“The dog barked at the mailman, who was delivering a letter.”

Students would then need to rewrite the sentence as follows:

“The dog barked at the mailman that was delivering a letter.”

Proofreading Challenge



In this exercise, students are given a short passage of text that contains
several errors. The students' task is to proofread the passage and correct
all of the errors.

For example, you could give students the following passage:

“The dog barked at the mailman, who was delivering a letter.
The letter was for the dog's owner, who was not home. The
dog barked at the mailman again, who was now getting
impatient.”

Students would then need to correct the following errors:

= "who" should be "that"
= "was" should be "had"
= ‘"was" should be "were"

= "who" should be "that"

These are just a few examples of the many short, playful proofreading
exercises that you can use to help students improve their accuracy. By
completing these exercises regularly, students can develop the skills they
need to proofread their own writing effectively and avoid making common

writing mistakes.

In addition to these exercises, here are a few tips for helping students
improve their proofreading skills:



= Encourage students to read their work aloud. This will help them to
hear any errors that they might not see when they are reading silently.

= Have students proofread each other's work. This will give them a
chance to see different types of errors and to learn from each other.

= Provide students with feedback on their proofreading. This will help
them to identify areas where they need to improve.

= Make proofreading a regular part of your writing instruction. The more
students proofread, the better they will become at it.

By following these tips, you can help students develop the strong
proofreading skills they need to succeed in school and beyond.
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