
Treaty of Versailles: A Primary Document
Analysis
The Treaty of Versailles was the peace treaty that ended World War I. It
was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of
Versailles in France. The treaty was very harsh on Germany, and it is often
blamed for the outbreak of World War II.
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Background

World War I began in 1914 when Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.
Germany soon joined the war on the side of Austria-Hungary, and France
and Russia joined on the side of Serbia. The war dragged on for four years,
and by the end of 1918, both sides were exhausted.

In November 1918, Germany surrendered, and the armistice was signed.
The peace conference began in January 1919, and the Treaty of Versailles
was signed on June 28, 1919.
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Terms of the Treaty

The Treaty of Versailles was very harsh on Germany. Germany lost territory
to France, Belgium, Denmark, and Poland. Germany was also forced to
pay reparations to the Allied Powers. The reparations were very large, and
they crippled the German economy.

In addition to the territorial and financial penalties, the Treaty of Versailles
also limited the size of the German military. Germany was also forbidden
from having an air force or submarines.

Consequences of the Treaty

The Treaty of Versailles had a profound impact on Germany. The treaty
humiliated Germany and made it difficult for the country to recover from the
war. The reparations crippled the German economy and led to widespread
poverty and unemployment.

The Treaty of Versailles also contributed to the outbreak of World War II.
The treaty was very unpopular in Germany, and it helped to create a
climate of resentment and bitterness. This resentment ultimately led to the
rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party.

Primary Document Analysis

The Treaty of Versailles is a complex and controversial document. It is
important to read the treaty in its entirety to understand its full impact.

One of the most important clauses in the treaty is Article 231, which states
that Germany was responsible for starting World War I. This clause was
very controversial, and it is often blamed for the outbreak of World War II.



Another important clause in the treaty is Article 429, which required
Germany to pay reparations to the Allied Powers. The reparations were
very large, and they crippled the German economy.

The Treaty of Versailles was a very harsh treaty. It humiliated Germany and
made it difficult for the country to recover from the war. The reparations
crippled the German economy and led to widespread poverty and
unemployment. The treaty also contributed to the outbreak of World War II.

The Treaty of Versailles was a complex and controversial document. It had
a profound impact on Germany and contributed to the outbreak of World
War II. It is important to read the treaty in its entirety to understand its full
impact.
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